GUIDANCE FOR SEPTIC SYSTEMS
BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER A FIRE

STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO PROTECT YOUR HEALTH AND SEPTIC SYSTEM

- Mark system components with a fire-
resistant maker such as a rock.

- Turn off electricity to the system at the
circuit breaker.

Turn off your pump at the circuit box if you
have a pressure distribution or mound system.
- Turn off electricity to the system at the
circuit breaker.

- After the power is oF, wrap control panels,
plastic risers, and lids with a durable fame-
resistant sheet plastic.

- Follow defensible space guidelines (use the Cal
Fire App or local guidance).

- Follow emergency and evacuation advice for
your area.

- Eliminate all non-essential water use and flush
toilets as little as possible if evacuation is not needed.
- Try to find other toilets if your septic system is

professional and follow the steps below.
- Rope off your septic system. The manhole and
tank covers may be damaged and could cause falls.
Stay out of the area if sewage backs up. If the
entire building is contaminated, abandon the building
until all affected areas have been cleaned. A septic
system service professional should be contacted to
inspect and repair the system if itc 8&8floodd. TIETEMC Span k:



Only use a temporary toilet if there are no
functioning toilets available and the wildfre is
expected to last several days.
- Check to see if you can stay somewhere else.
- Contract a PortaPotty for temporary use.
- Modify your own toilet:
Shut off the water valve to the toilet. If
you can't close it, try another option.
Flush out any water still in the bowl.
Line your toilet bowl (under the seat)
with a plastic kitchen garbage bag inside of
another kitchen bag.
Into the inner bag, put some kitty litter,



